Script
Holidays or vacations

Gretchen 1
Hi Nick! How’s it going?

Nick

Hello Gretchen, how are you?

Gretchen
I’m great. School’s out finally. Oh my… gosh, I’m so excited. Vacations’ve always



been my favorite part of the school year!

Nick
 5
Why? What did you use to do for your holidays?

Gretchen
Well, it’s hard to generalize. Every year we did something different.

Nick

Did you use to go to any special place?

Gretchen
Well, our parents wanted us to see the country, so we ended up going all over the



place. We went to the beach a lot, but different places, sometimes Miami or Cape Cod


 10
or Long Island. We went to the National Parks, too. Yosemite was wonderful:



mountains, waterfalls, giant redwoods.

Nick

Wow! Sounds beautiful. Where did you use to stay?

Gretchen
Well that depended on where we were. Usually we got a motel room. At Yosemite,



though, we camped out. That was so neat. We had great cookouts: barbecued


 15
chicken, roasted corn, smores, until the bears stole our food. Funny, that’s the last time



we went camping.

Nick

So did you always use to go on holiday at the same time of the year?

Gretchen
Oh no! We went away for a couple of weeks in the Summer and then usually a week



around Christmas. Thanksgiving, that’s in the Fall, we spent with relatives. I hated the


 20
relatives but I loved the holiday. Turkey, sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce, pumpkin



pie! Mmm!

Nick

Oh no, stop! You’re making my mouth water. Sounds like Christmas! What about



travelling? How did you use to travel around?

Gretchen
Well, usually we flew, and then we rented a car when we got there. Sometimes we


 25
drove the whole way and that was the best. We would drive for hours on the highway.



You can see a ton even from the interstate: wheat fields in Iowa, cacti in Texas, the



snow-capped mountains of Colorado. But what about you? What were your vacations



like?

Nick

Oh, we always used to go on holiday in the same little cottage in Wales, in the Black


 30
Mountains. It was set in a row of terraced-cottages, painted white and built against the



hillside. You had to climb up these steep stone steps to get to the loo ; it was in the



back garden and I was always petrified at night!

Gretchen
Oh, you poor little thing!… So you went to Wales every year?

Nick

Yea, that’s right. Always went, twice a year. First for a week in Spring and then for


 35
about three or four weeks in the Summer holidays, and we did have an Autumn



holiday, but, generally, we used to stay at home.

Gretchen
So how did you get there?

Nick

We always went by car and we took my father’s boat, towed behind us on a trailer.

Gretchen
So you went boating. Did you do other activities while you were there?

Nick
 40
Well, as well as sailing, we used to go walking because the mountains are nearby and



we used to go on long walks in the mountains. Also there used to be lots of other



children around, so we could play games like football and rugby.

Gretchen
Football, that’s soccer, right?

Nick

Yes, that’s right.

Gretchen 45
That sounds wonderful. Well, you know, me, I always associate vacations with great



food. What did you eat when you were on vacation?

Nick

All sorts. In Wales, they eat Welsh rarebit, which is a bit like a sandwich with ham



and grilled cheese on top. It’s delicious!

Gretchen
Hum!

Nick
 50
We also used to eat leek soup because the leek is the national emblem of Wales.



My Mum is excellent at making hot pot, so we used to eat that a lot as well. Hot pot’s



a bit like a stew, with beef and vegetables. It tastes gorgeous. When my Dad used to



cook, we used to go the fish and chips shop and have fish and chips.

Gretchen
Chips, that’s like French fries, right?

Nick
 55
That’s what you call them, I think, yes.

Gretchen
Sounds delicious. Well, what are you doing this year for your holidays?

Nick

This year, I think I might go to Europe, maybe Italy, just have a look around.

Gretchen
Sounds great. I think I’m going to go to Corsica, so I hope you have an absolutely



wonderful vacation.

Nick
 60
And I wish you a very good holiday as well. I’ll see you after the holidays.

Gretchen
Thanks, Nick.

